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Directions: Answer the following questions in complete and correct sentences.  
● Use the question to begin your answer 

● Look back in the story to be exact and use direct quotations as needed. 

● Example: What is the setting for the story?   The setting for the story is late at night, 11pm,  in Mrs. 

Jones’s boarding house room.  

Understanding 1. How does Mrs. Jones react to the attempted purse snatching? 

Mrs. Jones reacted  to the attempted purse snatching by  “kicking him in his blue-jeaned sitter” and grabbing  
 
him by the front of his shirt.  
 

 

2. What reason does Roger give for trying to steal the purse? 

 

The reason  Roger gives for trying to steal the purse_is that he didn’t aim to, but later he said that he want a  
 
new pair of shoes.  
 
3. How does Mrs. Jones treat Roger once they get to her home? 

Once they get to her home,  Mrs. Jones treats Roger as her own son.  She has him wash his face, prepares  

supper for him and respects his privacy by not asking him embarrassing questions. And, the most generous of 

all,  is that she gave him $10 for new shoes.  

Analyzing  4. Why do you think Roger can’t say “Thank you, Ma’am” to Mrs. Jones? 

Roger can’t say “Thank you, Ma’am” to Mrs. Jones because he is so surprised by her generosity.  She was kind  

when she should have been angry, and even though she was poor herself she gave him $10.   

Extending  5. Mrs. Jones “wins” with understanding, not revenge.  State the theme of the story differently 

than we did in class. Words to consider: kindness, attitude, understanding  

The theme of the story is that in certain situations kindness and understanding are better a better solution  

than judgement and can even have a lasting effect.  


